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February 18, 2009

Millcreek Planning Commission

c/o

Salt Lake County Planning Division
2001 South State Street 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84190

Subject:  Working Proposal to Address Residential Infill and Rebuild        Compatibility for Millcreek 

Dear Council members:
East Mill Creek Community Council recommends: To withdraw East Mill Creek from the Millcreek Township Infill Zoning overlay; East Mill Creek Community Council reserves the right to make recommendations for an East Mill Creek overlay.
EMCCC recognizes and appreciates the many hours of work and effort the Planning Commission, as citizen volunteers, has given to our Community regarding the ‘Working Proposal to Address Residential Infill and Rebuild Compatibility for Millcreek’.
In an effort to form a meaningful recommendation, East Mill Creek Community Council informed our residents of the proposed amendment, provided educational opportunities for our Council Members, gathered residents’ input and has offered improved representation and accountability.

Informing Residents:

Over the past several months we have informed our residents of the proposed ordinance amendment via direct delivery flyer into all Millcreek Township homes, multiple newspaper articles, round-tables with professionals, our monthly newsletter and announcements to our e-mail database, as well as through announcements and discussions at our Council meetings.  

Council Member Education:

Education opportunities for our Members took place via: Council discussions in meetings and with on-line dialog, attendance at public meetings on this issue and other meetings held by specific perspective groups and field trip(s). Tom Schaffer advocated and explained the proposed changes at our Council meetings.  Some of our Members spent literally hundreds of hours studying the technical aspects of the proposal, visiting with planners, industry professionals and residents to better understand the impacts of the proposed amendment.  

Residents' Input:

EMCCC has gathered resident input through several public meetings, an on-line survey, reviewing the results of multiple private petitions/surveys, e-mails and public forum at our Council meetings.  Council Members were invited to pro-actively seek neighbors' perspectives and share those with our Council.

Improved Representation and Accountability:

With the recent election—where all registered voters received a ballot—our Community Council is substantially more representative of and accountable to our residents.  Council Members also have the ability to gather public perspective as a ‘grass roots’ organization.  We have the liberty—and use that liberty proactively—to discuss specific zoning issues with residents outside of public meetings. 
Our recommendation to withdraw from the reach of the zoning proposal is an indication that Members do not support the proposed zoning overlay as written.  We feel the amendment/overlay as proposed (dated 12/31/08), is not embraced by the Community as a whole.  

Our Council’s wish to make recommendations regarding some future EMC overlay is evidence that we remain committed to shaping our Community, dealing with challenging issues and considering our residents’ perspectives, as we form recommendations.

Given the process of public notification, Council Member education, public input opportunity and improved representation and accountability, we hope that East Mill Creek Community Council’s recommendation will be highly valued by the Planning Commission.

Respectfully,

East Mill Creek Community Council
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